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His Image and Our Obligation
(Mathew 22:15-22)

rCOrrigendun

A lot of errors were noticed in this article,
published in the last issue of ulkkazhcha. So
the corrected article is publishing in this issue.
The errors caused is deeply regretted

\

Of the 95 thesis Martin Luther nailed on
the Wittenberg church door on the 31st October
1517, the first thesis states as follows : Our Lord
and master Jesus Christ in saying, “repent and
believe in the Gospel, wanted the entire life of
believers to be a life of repentance”. Yes, God
grants repeated opportunities for all kinds of
people to repent and be saved. Even when people
in their crookedness and with evil intention
approached Jesus and asked questions; questions
with ulterior motives, we see Jesus always
concerned about their welfare; loving them and
giving them space and opportunities to repent
and come back to God for their comfort and
salvation.

The last days of Jesus earthly life in the
city of Jerusalem was dominated by serious and
heavy disputes with the leaders of His time. The
disputations with the Pharisees and Sadducees
are significant ones. On the synoptic gospels
we read the following four disputations centered
around four different questions : (1) the question
of resurrection whereby the greatness and power
of God 1s highlighted; (2) the question of great
commandment whereby law of love 1s singled
out and insisted; (3) the Christ question whereby
the distinction between the ‘Cosmic Christ” and
‘Historic Jesus™ are clarified; and (4) all the three
disputations followed with the first question of
Tribute to the Caesar, which is the text we analyze
here.

In answering the question of tribute to the
Caesar, Jesus mvites them to come back to God
and enjoy life n its fullness. Herodians were
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the followers of the Jewish King Herod Antipas.
They showed themselves as the patriotic and
nationalist leaders. Their intention was to make
some political gain by finding false with other
leaders. They are mentioned in three places as
opponents or enemies of Jesus along with the
Pharisees. (Mk. 3:6, 12:13, Matt 22:16). Here
we see the Herodians joining with the Pharisees
to trap and defeat Jesus. But it all ended with
the memorable declaration of Jesus about a kings
right and God’s right.

Rev. Dr. Joshua Siromony
Former Principal

Concordia Theological Seminary,
Nagercoil

The question the Pharisees put to Jesus
was a deliberate trap. For them Jesus was an
uneducated peasant and a carpenters’ son. So
they thought they could entangle Jesus easily in
simple talk. They baited and sweetened their trap
with creamy words of flattery. Master, they
addressed politely. Though worthy to be praised
tor what all said here for His truthfulness and
impartial love for all, yet they praised Him falsely,
and tinally brought out their problem. *“Is it
lawful to pay taxes to the emperor or not? It was
about the payment of civil tax. This was a tricky
and dangerous question to answer. They believed
that whatever answer Jesus make would put Him
in “hotwater’. If Jesus says ‘yes’, the loyal Jews
who hate Roman rule would finish Him at once.
If he says ‘no’, the mighty Rome will
immediately charge Him and arrest Him as a
rebel. If Jesus keeps silent, then His own
followers will doubt whether He really is a
prophet and master worthy to be followed or
not..... But Jesus who could read the hearts and
minds of all, asked them to show a coin, tribute
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coin, the comn used to pay the taxes. When the
coin was presented, Jesus helped them to find
answer for their own question - pointing out the
image or portrait and the mscription on the coin
Jesus said, “give the emperor what belongs to
the emperor”. Jesus answer or demonstration
indeed silenced them and they were all amazed,
though He did not stop with that much.

This great saying of Jesus has suffered
from strange interpretations in history. Some
have founded on this saying a approval of the
religious sanction or divine right of kings and
rulers. Others argue that the state has no right
over the truly religious people. Some other
people treat Jesus answer as an evasion or
escapism. But it is clear that Jesus did not give a
cheap and one sided answer in the debate on
politics and human kings right to rule. This great
saying is not to divide the world into areas
belonging to Caesar and to God, each with their
respective and exclusive jurisdiction. Nor, did
Jesus answer the question what belongs to the
Caesar and what belongs to God. This, Jesus
left to the personal decision of each individuals
- who must solve the problem of the opposing
claims of God and Caesar. The saying of Jesus
here tells that no one can serve two masters. And
moreover, Jesus purpose of this great saying is
to set the political situation of any age, in the
light of certain eternally and umversally valid
laws. In other words, Jesus concern is to provide
the needed guiding principles, and not to give
detailed instructions with all political and
€Conomic programmes.

The real question raised here is religious
in nature. Could the people of God help maintain
an alien or pagan power without proving disloyal
to God and their religion. The zealots of Jesus
time had a definite answer ‘No’. But Jesus
disagreed the zealots without accepting the
position of the Herodians, their political agents.
Jesus answer implies that there is no need to be
a clash of loyalties. They can simply pay the
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coin minted in Rome to the Roman emperor; and
at the same time paying a childs obedience to
the ‘Parent God’ - the Heavenly Father.
Privileges of citizenship certainly have
corresponding obligations. Hence, Jesus has no
approval for those who decline their civic duties.

At this juncture, Jesus thought go back to
the great Biblical conception of the creation of
humans. Gen. 1:27 tells that humans are made
with the image of God. Caesar’s image or
portrait 1s on the Roman Silver com Denarius;
but God’s image 1s on each and every human
persons. Though blurred and defaced because
of sin, the image of God is still there in all
humans, women and men of all times. So, Jesus
calls our attention nothing less than to the eternal
tact that we all belong to God, because we have
God’s image in us, and because we are created
in the image and likeness God. Thus Jesus brings
all of us back to the question of personal
surrender. We all belong to God, and our body,
mind and soul; our affection, emotions and
everything is stamped with the image and portrait
of the Triune God. Just as a citizen 1s imdebted
to the emperor or ruler, each human person is
indebted to God the creator. By balancing the
thought and completing the answer to the
question on tribute, Jesus added, ‘give God what
is due to God’. Thus Jesus calls all people on
carth to repent and to come back to God trom an
alienated camp and fallen situation to a ‘“paradise
regained situation’.

People are of different types; but all are
sinners in their own way. Whether in the Church
or outside, may be different in degrees, but all
are equally God’s image bearers and also sinners.
All need to repent and surrender to God for
forgiveness and new life. Let us humble
ourselves and come close to Him through
repentance and believing that in Jesus Christ we
have new and fullness of life. May God help us
to enjoy the fruits of a truly repented life. Amen.

*
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AWARENESS TO THE SOCIETY

ABOUT SPECIALLY GIFTED CHILD

We are all blessed and loved by our cre-
ator to do his will in this new era there comes
new words like inclusive adaptability and
accomodation. These are related to independence
of differently abled person.

Ditferently abled people often encounter
social stegma stereotypes and discrimination.
Access to quality education is essential for per-
sonal growth and socio-economic inclusion.
However individuals with disabilities may be
barriers in accessing education due to inadequate
resources inaccessible facilities and limited sup-
port systems.

Persons with disabilities often encounter
barriers i the job market. Creating inclusive
environment involve removing physical and so-
cial barries universal design principles can be
applied to ensure that spaces products and ser-
vices are accessible and usable by individual with
disabilities.

Lyn Stephni. W
Laverna
Parayadi

Equitable access to education specialized
support and inclusive teaching methods are
crucial for empowering individuals.

Promoting awareness and challenging
social attitude towards disabilities 1s essential.
A person in a wheel chair is not fully fledged
member of society. Rather he 1s something that
generates a sense of pity or fear.

The concept of freedom however has it’s
more fundamental origins in the appreciation of
freedom in action of being involved in or ex-
perimenting something. This nation of involve-

ment also exposes a need to think of freedom.
*
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EZHUTHACHAN COLLEGE OF
PHARMACEUTICAL SCIENCES

(Run by Ezhuthachan National Academy)
An ISO 9001 : 2015 Certified Institution

Marayamuttom P. O, Neyyattinkara, Thiruvananthapuram-695 124
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Courses Offered

B.Pharm ( 4 Years Degree)
M.Pham (2 Years Degree)

* Pharmaceutical Chemistry
* Pharmaceutics

* Pharmacology

Pharm .D (6 Years Degree)
D.hPharm (2 Years Diploma)
Ph.D

Our Features &

m Approved Research Centre

m Decades rich legacy in quality education

m Maintaining excellence in academic standards

m Eco-friendly atmosphere

m Dedicated & experienced team of faculty

= Digitalized tools for teaching and learning

m Individually focused academic structure

= Well-equipped laboratory with modern equipments

m Hassle free to and fro transportation facility connecting rural
and urban areas of Thiruvananthapuram.

m Digitalized library with voluminous books and journals

m Digitalized & morden lecture hall

m Well established Institute-Industry interaction cell which
provides timely visit to reputed Pharmaceutical Industries

m Secured, spacious and separate hostel facility for boys and girls

m Co curricular activities through NSS, RRC, ICC,YIP, IEDC and
Student's union

m 100% placement assistance through Placement Cell

= Round the clock Student Support and Guidance Cell

= Round the clock Pharmacovigilance program under the
Department of Pharmacy Practice as per the directives of
Pharmacovigilance Programme of India (PvPI)

= Following current Good Clinical Practices, under the guidance of
highly qualified and renowned doctors of various departments.

THUNCHAN SMARAKA PUBLIC SCHOOL APt
SENIOR SECONDARY PRE KG -

Marayamuttom | Ph : 0471-2995070, 6235628070
Affiliated to CBSE | New Delhi No : 931199 PLUS TWO

EZHUTHACHAN INSTITUTE OF TEACHER EDUCATION (TTI)

Marayamuttom, Neyyattinkara | Tel : 0471 2278070
Courses : Diploma in Elementary Education (D.El.Ed) (TTC)
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